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Public Safety Committee Meeting
February 18, 2014
7:00 PM

Those attending were:

Commissioner Tom Hardy

Commissioner Mary Hunter
Commissioner Kimberly Harding

Police Chief Goble Lane

Town Administrator Robert Davie

Also attending was Jennifer Harris of the Warren Record newspaper
The meeting was called to order by Police Chief Lane at 7:00 PM in the Warrenton Rural Fire Station.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss unpaid parking tickets and their enforcement.  Chief expressed concerns that 80% of tickets are unpaid.  In 2013 a total of 30 tickets were issued and only 6 have been paid.  Some tickets represent multiple violations.  
Chief provided suggested changes to wording on the tickets, since they are due to be reprinted.  Wording has been provided to the town attorney for review and correction.  Chief offered recommendations and practices from other towns such as: Boone and Lenoir, that use a tire boot for repeat offenders.  Tom Hardy commented that legislation may be offered linking tickets to license renewal.  Mr. Hardy also outlined how college towns handle similar repeat offenders. 
Mary Hunter expressed interest in having the downtown look vibrant as opposed to vacant.  Chief replied that approximately five vehicles are continuous problems.  Ms. Hunter asked about removing the parking signs all together.  Chief felt that removing all the signs would result badly, and that handicapped spaces and fire lanes would still need to be enforced.  

Tom Hardy asked Chief to seek additional information from the Town of Nashville, with whom Chief had already spoken.  

Given that several years ago many tickets were written, enough to support a part-time position, and given that only 30 tickets were written in 2013, a consensus developed around the use of the boot.  It was felt by all that a boot on one or two vehicles would clear up the entire problem.  
With no further business meeting was adjourned.  
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