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Planning Board Called Meeting

Special Use Application
January 9, 2015
Attending:

Walter Hurst (Chair)



Robert Alston (citizen)
William Cox




Robert Davie (Town Administrator)
Robert Schuerch



Tracy Brunson (applicant)
John Blaylock




Keith Colson (applicant)

Col. John Jenkins



Margaret Britt (Commissioner)

Bill Overby




Jennifer Harris (Editor, Warren Record)
Call to Order/Opening Statements

Robert Davie called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM and explained that the meeting was to consider a Special Use application for a solar farm located on Warren Plains Road.  Mr. Davie asked John Blaylock to chair the meeting until arrival of Mr. Hurst.   

Discussion

Keith Colson described the proposed solar farm, the use of existing trees as a buffer that would conceal the solar panels from the street.  Colson indicated that he had spoken with neighbors and that the project met town zoning requirements and setbacks.  There is no noise or smell associated with the project.

John Blaylock asked about the size of the project.  Colson indicated that the total acreage of the site is 24 acres of which 15-16 will be used for solar panels.  It will be a 3Megawatt facility.  Robert Schuerch stated the existing solar farm located on Highway 158 is a 5Megawatt facility.  Robert Davie stated that notification letters had been sent to surrounding neighbors.  Mr. Colson spoke with Mr. Chow, a neighbor, who is supportive of the project.  John Blaylock asked if the Town had received any positive or negative comments regarding the project.  Davie indicated no comments had been received.  
Robert Schuerch asked about removal of the material at the end of the life of the agreement.  Mr. Colson explained that solar panels have a ½% degradation rate so that after 40 years 80% of the panels are still producing energy.  Colson further stated that equipment and material would be removed within six months of termination and that decommissioning is a profitable exercise due to the value in metals and wiring.  H-beams and cement under inverters would be removed.   Mr. Hurst inquired if Sunlight Partners had removed any other existing solar structures as of yet.  Colson replied no.
William Cox asked if the project bordered other roads.  Colson indicated no other roads were bordered.  Robert Alston asked if jobs would be created.  Colson indicated temporary electrical jobs would be needed.  William Cox asked if Sunlight Partners was developing in other areas of the state.  Colson indicated 40 sites in total were developed or underway in North Carolina.  John Blaylock asked about the timeframe for construction.  Tracy Brunson estimated June or July 2015 as the start date.  Bill Overby asked if historical districts impacted the site.  Davie indicated there was no impact on historical districts.  

Mr. Hurst asked for a motion.  John Blaylock motioned to recommend the project and Special Use permit to the Board of Commissioners.  Multiple seconds were made from William Cox and Bill Overby.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote.      

With no further business, Mr. Hurst adjourned the meeting.

